REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

   July 24, 2012


Mayor Beyer called the July 24, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Rockford City Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6031 Main Street, Rockford, MN.
Roll Call
Roll call was taken. The following council members were present:  Beyer, Graner, Hafften, Martinson and Wenz.  Absent:  none.  Also in attendance were:  Administrator Carswell, Financial Consultant Shannon Sweeney of David Drown & Assoc. and fire chief Ben Sanderson.
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was given.

Approve Consent Agenda/Set Agenda
Motion was made by Martinson, seconded by Wenz to approve all items on the consent agenda.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.
*Approve Regular City Council Minutes/July 10, 2012

Motion was made by Martinson, seconded by Wenz to approve the minutes of the July 10, 2012, Regular City Council Meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.
*Approve Payment of Claims 

Motion was made by Martinson, seconded by Wenz to approve the payment of claims #20707 to #20760 in the amount of $161,316.19.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.
*Schedule Special City Council Meeting for August 21, 2012
Motion was made by Martinson, seconded by Wenz to schedule a Special City Council Meeting at 5:15 pm at the public works facility, 6551 Utility Drive.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.

*Fire Department Maintenance
Motion was made by Martinson, seconded by Wenz to approve the Fire Department Maintenance.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.

*RESOLUTION #12-35/Appoint 2012 Absentee Ballot Board
Motion was made by Martinson, seconded by Wenz to adopt Resolution #12-35 to appoint 2012 Absentee Ballot Board. 
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.

*RESOLUTION #12-36/Approve Residential Recycling Grant Agreement-Hennepin County
Motion was made by Martinson, seconded by Wenz to adopt resolution #12-36 to approve Residential Recycling Grant Agreement-Hennepin County.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.

*Approve Temporary Liquor License/Rockford Fire Department
Motion was made by Martinson, seconded by Wenz to approve a temporary intoxicating liquor license and waive the $40 fee for the Rockford Fire Department on August 4th 8pm to August 5th 1am; contingent upon receiving the Certificate of Insurance and submittal of a site map showing the area where the event will be held.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.
Open Forum 
Mayor Beyer called for open forum. Alyssa Miller a 2011/12 Rockford Ambassador was present to inform the city council that she had a wonderful year serving as an ambassador for the City of Rockford. Alyssa enjoyed meeting ambassadors from other cities and traveling to other cities and attending events on behalf of the City of Rockford.  Alyssa thanked the city for the opportunity to serve as an ambassador.
Wright county deputy was present and recommended that residents lock their vehicles as there are still car vandals in the area which have been reported around the county.
Resolution #12-37/Conditional Use Permit Amendment for 6031 Tower Street
The planning commission held a public hearing to approve a revised Conditional Use permit to allow a micro wave and generator at the city water tower site located at 6031 Tower Street.  The planning commission recommends approval with conditions.

MOTION was made by Hafften, seconded by Graner to adopt Resolution #12-37 amending Conditional Use Permit #96-85 to replace existing 6 antennas and install a microwave dish to the City water tower located at 6031 Tower Street. 
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.
Resolution 12-38 Calling for a public hearing on the issuance of a health care facility revenue refunding note and authorizing the publication of a notice of the hearing (Mission Farm Nursing Home Project)
Shannon Sweeney reviewed how the city has an opportunity to act as a conduit for a non profit organization in order to  issue tax exempt bonds. The city has been approached by Mary Ippel Bond Counsel from Briggs and Morgan to act as a conduit for a health care facility revenue refunding note.  The bond will be issued in the name of the City of Rockford however, the city is not responsible for payment of the bond, nor will it count against our debt.  The non profit is offering the city a fee of $15,000 that we may use for anything council chooses.  The city is required to hold a public hearing before the debt is issued which will be conducted on August 21, 2012 at 5:15 p.m. at the public works facility at 6551 Utility Drive, Rockford, MN
MOTION was made by Hafften, seconded by Martinson to adopt resolution 12-38 to schedule a public hearing for the issuance of  a health care facility revenue refunding note and authorizing the publication of a notice of the hearing (Mission Farm Nursing Home Project).
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.

Authorize Request for Proposal for Construction Management Event Center
Beyer asked what happened to the visit from the DNR as the city council had requested. Carswell reported that they are not willing to come out as they have been very busy with recent flooding in the state.  The DNR referred staff to the information that they had provided back in the fall of the 2011 regarding construction in the flood fringe.  
Councilmember Martinson said he talked with a contractor about construction and he suggested using certain materials in the construction since the building is located in the flood plain.

Administrator Carswell submitted a draft of a request for proposal for services for a construction manager for the event center project.  The draft was obtained by a construction management company and was revised to fit the scope of the project.  The city council asked that the budget information be removed from the documents, include the interview and add a background check.  The council looked at the dates listed on the RFP’s in regards to submittal of the RFP’s which will be approved by council on August 28, 2012.
Motion was made by Martinson seconded by Wenz to approve RFP’s for an event center with changes discussed.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON AND WENZ.
Fire Department Compensation Plan
Administrator Carswell submitted a revised fire department compensation plan reflecting the changes that were discussed at the last council meeting.  The council read through the changes and agreed with those and made a few corrections. 
Councilmember Hafften asked about fire department personnel getting double pay if they are a city employee as was discussed previously.  A city employee while on the clock at his regular work schedule will not receive $8.00 per hour for the fire department in addition to their city wages. This will be added to the city personnel policy and will be amended to include fire fighters will be paid only the city wages while working for the city and will not also collect $8.00.

Mayor Beyer asked about paying for training that such as EMT training and fire fighter II and the council agreed that will be addressed in the fire department bylaws.

Motion was made by Graner , seconded by Hafften to approve the Fire Department Compensation Plan as discussed with a few changes.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR:  GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.

Abstained - Beyer
Administrator’s Report
The administrator’s report included the following items:  manufacturing leads through Greater MSP, Visioning/Marketing Session, job descriptions, sewer backup claims on May 10th, sewer backup at 8010 Highway 55 denied by insurance, 5512 Sunset Circle hazardous excavation site, Lund’s site update, National Night Out August 7th, River Days, August 10, 11, and 12th and  Crow River Food membership update.
Schedule Visioning/marketing Meeting
Administrator Carswell noted that Rockford has many commercial opportunities for developers including: redevelopment sites, vacant buildings and undeveloped commercial property. Carswell suggested that it is time to hold a workshop meeting to work towards a clear vision of what we want to see and how we can better market our city for those things.  We could get some tips from the local developers and realtors during the process.  The Lund’s site for instance is a prime location for redevelopment on the Highway corridor and at a controlled access and so what would be most beneficial to the city on this site? The Beauchene property is being redeveloped and how do you envision the design of that site at the entrance of the downtown on Highway 55?  The vacant brick building on Main & Bridge has been vacant for years and how can we change that?  The city should also review our design standards to see if they are adequate or do we want to update them.  
We had a market study done for senior housing but the neighbors don’t want it in or near their homes. Staff has been told by developers that they are not interested in land in the flood plain land, so where do we position these developers?
Since the city does not own any of the development sites we need to invite the property owners to the table to discuss their plans and obstacles they may be facing.    What do we see for the two (2) undeveloped corners of Highway 55 and County Road 50?
The city council scheduled a special workshop meeting for October 2nd  6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Location to be determined.  The meeting will include the city council, planning commission, property owners, local developers and realtors.
Public Works Report

Updates on Parkwood Park playground development, building maintenance, street maintenance, and parks department acquired equipment for spraying for mosquitoes.
Fire Report
Fire Chief Ben Sanderson reported that they have had 13 calls in July so far. Chief Sanderson also reported that they visited the manufacturer EJ Metals in Wisconsin and they are completing the specialized grass rig which should be completed in September.
Council reports

Martinson – compost site is a mess – Reported that Doug and Marsha White two of the nicest people are retiring from the River Days Festival Committee and are serving as Grand Marshall in River Days Parade on August 12th. Martinson noted that the River Days Festivities are August 10th, 11th and  12th.
Graner – nothing to report
Beyer – nothing to report
Hafften – land use online seminar should be done by council and sent over to the rest of the council.
Wenz – nothing to report
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION was made by Graner, seconded by Hafften to adjourn the meeting 8:30 p.m.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, GRANER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.






_____________________________






Michael Beyer, Mayor
_________________________


Nancy Carswell, Administrator
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