Rockford HRA Meeting

March 27, 2012


Chair Beyer called the March 27, 2012 meeting of the Rockford HRA to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 6031 Main Street.
Roll Call
The following HRA members were present: Beyer, Hafften, Martinson and Wenz. Absent: Graner.  Also in attendance was executive director Carswell.

Approval of Minutes/January 24, 2012
MOTION was made by Hafften, seconded by Martinson to approve the minutes of the January 24, 2012 Regular HRA meeting.

MOTION CARRIED – VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.

Financial Report
Executive Director Carswell presented the financial report. 
MOTION was made by Hafften, seconded by Wenz to approve the financial report for the HRA Fund.

MOTION CARRIED – VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.

Senior Housing Update

Carswell reviewed the potential for a senior housing development in the Boulder Ridge development. The developer, Bradford Development of Mankato has submitted preliminary plans to the city for planning and zoning review and a public hearing has been scheduled for April 12th at 7:00 p.m.  

There was some discussion about the size of the buildings and how they would fit in the space.  Carswell noted that after the public hearing held by the planning commission that the information will be presented to the city council probably on April 24, 2012. 

Carswell noted that the developer has scheduled an open house on April 26th at 1:00 p.m. at the Community Center at the high school to provide information to residents that are 55+ years of age information about their proposal for senior cooperative housing.
Crow River Food Cooperative – Grant Expenses

Carswell reviewed the expenses incurred for the promotion of the Crow River Food Co-op committee. The HRA seemed to be in favor of continuing to financially support the co-op.  Beyer recommended that the Crow River Food Co-op should continue to keep the HRA informed of their progress. A member asked if the City of Greenfield was supporting the co-op efforts and Carswell stated not at this time. 
Motion was made by Martinson seconded by Hafften to authorize a contribution in the amount of $3,000 financial support for an updated market study for the food co-op.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON AND WENZ.

Economic Development Consultant Report
Joanne Foust from Municipal Group submitted a quarterly report of activities which occurred in the past three months including the following: 

Business development – Tower Market, proposed redevelopment of the Cozy Rest site, demolition of Byerly’s for future redevelopment, assisted Co-op with filing articles of incorporation, contacted ABC Lettering about no interest loan for façade improvements and potential no interest loan for another commercial building. 

Business retention meetings, marketing video is still a work in progress, business map for 2012 was updated, information book for developers has been updated, updated contact list and sites available for development. Other items include attendance at the Wright County Economic Development Partnership session on site selection for Metro MSP and WCEDP.
Also noted was the R-G Chamber of Commerce 2nd Annual Banquet on April 12th at 6:30 p.m. at the Medina Entertainment Center. Reservations are being taken and cost is $50 per person.

Economic Development Report
Hafften suggested that staff talk with Kevin Chilson about his plans for developing his property at 6111 Main Street. Hafften has heard that the owner has no plans for building a funeral home on this site and wondered why they posted a sign saying funeral parlor coming soon on the site.  The rest of the group did not have an issue with the sign being posted.  However, Attorney Couri stated that the sign is like an off premises billboard if the owner is not planning on building a funeral home on the site. Carswell noted that she will contact the owner. 
Adjourn
MOTION was made by Hafften, seconded by Martinson to adjourn the meeting.

MOTION CARRIED – VOTING IN FAVOR: BEYER, HAFFTEN, MARTINSON and WENZ.

The HRA meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m.
